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Please click HERE for video from Dr. Sorgini.

News & Information
· Mid-Marking Period: The midpoint of the second marking period is December 16. Parents
and guardians are encouraged to continue to routinely check the PowerSchool student
information system to view updated grades and information regarding your child’s academic
progress. Ongoing information speci�c to each of your child’s academic courses is also
available through the weekly guardian summaries generated through Google Classroom.
· Program Planning Guide (PPG) 2021-2022 School Year: The Program Planning Guide, or
PPG, is the document that explains course selection in detail and outlines all of the speci�c
information regarding credit requirements for graduation, speci�c information relative to
grade-level, course descriptions and prerequisite requirements. The PPG for the 2021-2022
school year is now posted on the MHS web page. Although actual course selection will not
take place until February and March of 2021, parents and students are encouraged to review
the PPG together in advance and have conversations about course selection prior to the
selection process in February/March. While discussing possible courses to select, please
also make note of the Waiver Policy explained in greater detail below. Information regarding
the Waiver Policy can also be found on the MHS website. Please visit the following link to
view the 2021-2022 PPG and Waiver Policy: https://www.methacton.org/Page/532
o Course Prerequisites Requirements and Waiver Policy: Course selection for the 2021-2022
school year will take place in February and March of 2021. Many advanced courses have
prerequisite academic performance requirements that must be met in order for students to
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schedule the courses. The issuance of grades for the �rst marking period provides an
opportunity for students and parents to begin to discuss possible course progression for next
year. In the event that prerequisite requirements are not met, students and parents may
consider a “waiver.” The “Waiver Policy” provides a limited opportunity for students who
approach, but do not meet, these requirements, to still select certain advanced courses.
Please visit the following link to the MHS website for additional information about the Waiver
Policy and the associated waiver process. https://www.methacton.org/Page/532
o Amendment to Graduation Requirement: When reviewing the PPG, parents and students are
provided information about the speci�c credit requirements for graduation in the Methacton
School District. Methacton credit requirements align with the requirements of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and additionally include several Methacton-speci�c
components. One change to these credit requirements for school year 2021-2022 and beyond
is an amendment to the .25 Family and Consuming Science (FCS) credit to now be a .25 credit
FCS/Finance credit. Beginning in school year 2021-2022, students may now ful�ll this .25
credit requirements by selecting one of several courses in either the Family and Consumer
Science Department or the Business Department. Personal �nance education has been
identi�ed as a priority knowledge base for our students. Expanding the opportunity to gain this
knowledge through both FCS courses with personal �nance components as well as through
business courses with these components will help to both assure that students receive
exposure to this important content information and that students are provided a multitude of
options for earning this credit. Students are encouraged to schedule one of the myriad of
course offerings that ful�ll this requirement. This credit may not be accelerated until the
summer preceding junior year. Please see speci�c information about expanded FCS and
Business offerings in the PPG.
o New Courses for 2021-2022: Methacton is excited and proud to offer multiple new courses
in several academic departments. Please see the information below for course titles and
corresponding departments. Additional information can be found in the PPG.
§ Business Department
· Advanced Personal Finance
· Entrepreneurship (updated to include Uncharted Learning)
§ Family and Consumer Science Department:
· Child Development 2 (Dual Enrollment)
· Consumer Finance
· Textile and Design
§ Social Studies Department
· Women in America (Dual Enrollment)
§ Technology Education
· Photography 2
o Advanced Placement (AP) and Dual Enrollment: MHS offers a multitude of AP and Dual
Enrollment courses. Please visit the following link https://www.methacton.org/Page/532 to
view a video about AP and Dual Enrollment courses as you begin to consider course selection
for the 2021-2022 school year. Successful completion of a culminating examination
administered through the auspices of College Board will provide students with collegiate level
credit to many colleges and universities across the country through the Advanced Placement
Program. Successful completion of dual enrollment courses provides students the
opportunity to earn college credit through Montgomery County Community College (MCCC).
o Course Selection Process 2021-2022:
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§ Students Currently in Grades 9, 10, and 11: During the week of February 1 to February 5,
school counselors will be delivering presentations to 9th, 10th, and 11th grade students in all
Social Studies classes on course selection for the 2021-2022 school year. Current teachers
will be making recommendations for 2021-2022 courses during the week of February 8 to
February 11. These recommendations will be based on each student’s current academic
progress at that time and will be guided by prerequisite requirements for courses. Teachers
will input these recommendations into the PowerSchool portal and parents and students will
be able to see these recommendations when logging into the portal. Course selection will
take place during individual Zoom or Google Meets counseling sessions between students
and their respective school counselor sometime between February 16 and March 19 to allow
for specialized con�dential conversations between each student and his or her counselor.
Students will receive a SmartPass from the Counseling Department when the individual
session is scheduled. After all course selection meetings have taken place, parents will then
have an opportunity to view these course requests in PowerSchool. In advance of the period
of course selection, please begin reviewing the PPG with your child so that he or she is
prepared to engage in dialogue with the school counselor.
§ Students Currently in Grade 8 at Arcola: On January 28, High School Counselors and
Administrators will provide a scheduling presentation, via Zoom, to all eighth grade students
at Arcola. This will be followed-up with the dissemination of a scheduling video to all
parents/guardians of Arcola eighth grade students. The video will include speci�c information
from academic area Department Coordinators regarding course progression, academic
sequencing, and prerequisite requirements. During the week of February 22 to February 26,
eighth grade Arcola students will participate in the course selection process with the
assistance of Arcola and High School counselors and administrators.
o Acceleration: Course acceleration allows a student to move more quickly through an
established curricular sequence. Students may not accelerate more than one course in a
curricular discipline, nor are they permitted to accelerate any honors courses on-line. All
requests for acceleration must be approved in advance. The attached acceleration form must
be completed and sent to counselor for approval prior to registration. All expenses are the
responsibility of the student. *Only current Methacton High School (students in grades 9, 10,
and 11 in school year 2020-2021) students may accelerate a course. Additional information
can be found on the MHS webpage. https://www.methacton.org/Page/532
Informational Reminders
· Midterms and Finals Change: After careful consideration, the decision has been made to
eliminate midterm examinations for the 2020-2021 school year. These assessments for
yearlong classes would usually take place over several days at the end of the �rst semester in
late January. Final examinations will still be administered for semester-long classes only at
the end of the semester. These �nal assessments will take place during regularly scheduled
class times with additional information communicated by the teachers of semester courses
later in January. Final assessments for semester courses will continue to constitute ten (10)
percent of the overall �nal grade for semester courses. Final examinations for yearlong
courses will still be held in June.
The elimination of midterm exams will alter the calculation of �nal grades for yearlong
classes. Final grades for all yearlong classes will now be calculated as follows: Each of the
four marking periods will be counted as 22.5% of the overall �nal grade and the �nal
examination in June will count as 10% of the overall �nal grade.
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Pride of Methacton Athletics Newsletter

Guest Teacher Program

· PSAT: As announced earlier this fall, the PSAT will be administered to Juniors and
Sophomores on premise on January 26. Juniors and Sophomores will be provided the option
to choose to take the exam. An email regarding opting for your child to take the PSAT was
sent to all parents/guardians by the counseling o�ce. Please reply to that email in order to
ensure that your child is included in the planning for test administration. Click here to register
your child for the PSAT. Further information about the logistics of the day will be shared in
January. This is a reminder for your advanced planning purposes.
NMTCC: MHS is proud to recognize our North Montco Technical Career Center students being
inducted into the Technical School Honor Society: Ethan Andorn, Erynn Finnell, Trevor
Harrison, Giovanna LoPiccolo, Isaura Mejia-Ahumada, Colin Moser, Gabriella Pileggi, Brody
Ritchie, Kyle Stralkowski, Harrison Taylor.

The next Happenings email and video will be distributed on
Wednesday, December 23, 2020.

Methacton Pride! Warrior Pride!
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